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News Release

The University of Dayton

Feb. 15, 1994
Contact: Pam Huber

HOMILY STARTERS HELP MINISTERS
FOCUS ON THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY
DAYTON, Ohio- On the second Sunday of Easter (April 10), Mass readings in the
Catholic church center on how the resurrected Christ appeared before disciples who had
rejected him, even though the room in which they stood was locked. Christ's message is one
of peace and forgiveness, and that message is easily applied to family life. Families have
"locked doors" such as rejections, embarrassments and secrets, but faith can overcome these
barriers and lead to healing, say ministers across the nation.
In 1994, the United Nations' International Year of the Family, ministers who want to
focus on families can get a head start with homily starters from the National Association of
Catholic Family Life Ministers. The Preaching with Families in Focus booklet supplies ideas
for relating the readings to family life for each Sunday in 1994. It's intended to complement
the Follow the Way of Love pastoral message to families issued by U.S. Catholic bishops.
By focusing on families, "ministers can affirm that family life is sacred and holy and
that daily life is blessed by God," says Joan McGuinness Wagner, president of NACFLM and
.,.$

program coordinator for the Center for the Study of Family Development at the University of
Dayton. A focus on family life, she says, can "connect the leadership of the church,
especially the clergy, with the life of the church, and that is families."
Thirteen family life ministers from around the nation contributed to the booklet, which
-over-
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was mailed in January to diocesan officers and parishes that are NACFLM

member~ .
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Approximately 1,300 have been distributed.
Homily ideas in the book include:
•

Two family life interpretations for the story of Noah and the ark as heard in
the Feb. 20 scripture. Noah and his family were isolated during the great
flood, much as a family can be isolated in society today, contending with a sea
of conflicting and anti-Christian messages. Families also resemble Noah's
voyage in that their salvation often depends upon loving and getting along with
those they can't get away from - other family members.

•

Ideas about belief in God's saving power for the theme of the June 19
scripture. The booklet applies the lesson to, families dealing with death,
unemployment or other troubles by reminding parishioners to "bring our
struggles to the Lord."

•

A family comparison for part of the scripture to be read July 17 - "People
were coming and going in great numbers, making it impossible for them to so
much as eat." Families may recognize the hectic life that makes time together
a rare commodity. The compassion theme can be interpreted in the homily,
says the booklet, as an inducement for families to make time "to hold a child
on our lap or a spouse iil our arms."

The homily starters can inspire priests to add their own experiences and
understandings to the homilies, says Sister Kateri Battaglia, another author of the booklet and
a member of the Marianites of the Holy Cross order in the diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, La.
"The ideas keep us all thinking about families and in touch with families," says Battaglia.
"They're about finding the sacredness in the ordinary. Most families don't see themselves as
holy, they see themselves as outside, as having to go to church. But families are the basic
cell of society, and the church recognizes family as an essential core."
Copies of Preaching with Families in Focus are available for $8 by writing to Wagner
at UD's Center for the Study of Family Development, 300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio,
45469-1445.
-30NOTE TO EDITORS: For media interviews, call Joan McGuinness Wagner at
(513) 229-3324 or Sister Kateri Battaglia, M.S.C., at (504) 868-7720.

